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This paper consists and contrasts the role of kinship concerning divorce among the
Muslims of Kashmir valley. This paper is based upon empirical study conducted in the
Baramulla district of Kashmir valley. The primary data were collected (N=300) on the
bases of an interview schedule, the study is based upon exploratory research design.
This problem is more complex and complicated as it appears. The role of in-laws
concerning divorce was basically the demand of excess dowry. Maternal uncle’s
dominance was also found a contributory factor for divorce. The discrimination
procedure from the side of kinship has been also concluded as the major key for
pronouncement of divorce. In this way the role of kinship has been compared with the
traditionalism of Kashmir. The mechanism and the role performance based upon
perspective of kinship concerning divorce and marriage was also investigated during
the collection of data. The responsibility of kins was sometimes found adverse if it
approaches the procedure of divorce and at the time of marriage ceremony their
participation was found diplomatic. The maternal kinship was also found having more
sympathy and empathy if there was found perception of separation.

© Copy Right, IJRSR, 2014, Academic Journals. All rights reserved.

Key words:

Kinship, Traditionalism, Divorce, Kashmir

INTRODUCTION
The word divorce means to breach-down the relationships of
two human beings (Husband and wife). It is a natural
phenomenon that at the time of marriage there is a special role
of kinship and this process of kinship is also significant at the
time of divorce. There are three methods of divorce among the
Muslims Hasan, Ahsan and Badi. All these three methods of
divorce are utilizing the Muslims of the valley, Kashmir a
valley well known for its strong traditional perspectives and
Phenomena of natural beauty. The people of Kashmir believe
in and have a strong dependence on traditional perceptions for
solving each and every problem within the realm of their
kinship. In the process of divorce, man are urged to accord
‘equitable terms’ and forbidden to ‘injure’ or ‘take undue
advantage’ of their wives, a refrain that runs persistently
through the arrangements laid out for divorce. The process of
irrevocability of divorce’ involved two divorcees with period
of reconciliation. The provision of remarriage of thus divorced
couple, however, placed the former wife in the ignominious
position of having to contract another marriage and obtain
irrevocable dissolution [Hem Lata-1991]. Durkheim argued
that crime is a ‘normal phenomenon’ in human societies which
could only be eliminated by social controls and sanctions so
repressive as to destroy many other cherished values; and
further, that each type of society has its own ‘normal rate’ of
crime. Similarly, high divorce rates may be explained, in part,
as the outcome of the pursuit by individuals of other ends;
personal freedom, an ideal romantic love which are in
themselves good [T.B. Bottomore-1962]. Several studies in
USA report that the probability of divorce was higher for
second than first marriages [Martin and Bumpass 1989,

McCarthy 1978, Bumpass and Sweet 1972]. One study in the
USA found that the ratio of divorces per 100 marriages was
16.6 when both partners were in a first marriage and 34.9 when
both had been previously divorced once [McCarthy 1978].
Another study reports that homogamous marriages (a single
person choosing another single or a divorced person choosing
somebody else who is divorced) were more stable than
heterogamous marriages [Chamie and Nsuly 1981]. An
analysis of the outcome of marriages in the USA showed that a
prior marriage of the husband made a significant net addition
to the probability of marriage dissolution in USA [Bumpass
and Sweet 1972]. What causes remarriages to be more divorce
prone than first marriages is in debate. [Martin and Bumpass
1989] argue that people in remarriages carry with them the
characteristics (early age at first marriage, low education and
so on) that raised the probability of their first marriage
dissolving. If this is the case, then remarriages should not be
divorce prone when age at marriage and level of education are
controlled. Were as [White and Booth 1985], argue that the
internal dynamics of second marriages (largely because of
stepchildren) were more problematic than first marriages.
Marriages are more stable if couples have children than when
they do not have children. This was one of the conclusions of
the review of the literature on causes of divorce [White, 1990].
In the United States [White and Booth 1985, Wine berg 1988,
Waite and Lillard 1991] and in Sweden [Andersson 1995] it
was found that the presence of young children was associated
with lower risks of divorce. The presence of children younger
than six years decreased the risk of marital dissolution in
Australia, but once the employment activity of the wife was
simultaneously taken into account, the effect of having young
children disappeared [Bracher et al. 1993]. In this paper an
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attempt has been made to discuss and elaborate the main
findings concerning the issue of kinship role and its impact on
divorce among the Muslims of Kashmir valley. Our effort was
considering and focusing to represent some in-depth
understandings that cover both male divorcees and female
divorcees over there.

METHODOLOGY
The data regarding this study was taken from 24 villages, three
towns and from the main district city of Baramulla. In Kashmir
Baramulla district is at the north-western tip of India is near
the border with Pakistan occupied Kashmir. People are mostly
illiterate, a few where conservative Muslim. Men are employed
in agriculture and fishing in the nearby Jahalim River and day
by day the educational process among the young generation is
in progress. While women are engaged in household chores.
Marriages and marital dissolution by means of household
visits. Marriage refers to a union, which is established by civil
or religious procedures while divorce is dissolution of marital
union through civil, religious or social procedures. Most
marriages and divorces are not registered with the government
civil registration system. A discrete-time hazard logistic model
of interview schedule was used to estimate the effects of
spouses’ marital status and a number of socio-economic
reasons and consequences on risk of divorce. Families of
divorced respondents were interviewed as to know the blow of
divorce on them and impact of divorce in the society of
couples was also elucidated. The district is geographically
spread over 4588 square Kms. Our findings revealed different
views of divorced respondents which led to different causes of
divorce among the Muslims in Kashmir. An appropriate
sampling design was selected to collect a meaningful sample.
Two types of data have been used in the present work; (i)
primary source: the primary data were collected (N=300) on
the basis of an interview schedule, which includes scaling
(which ranges between 3 to 5 point) to know the respondents
point of view on a range of questions. The study is based upon
exploratory research design; and (ii) secondary source: The
data concerning population, density, literacy rate, urban
population and rural population have been collected from the
district office of our research area, some other sources of the
secondary data have been the census report of 2001and 2011 as
well as data available from published articles in research
journals. Following are the hypotheses concerning the present
study. In this paper our focus has been to explore the role of
kins for the pronouncement of divorce.

Divorce, its significance and Misuse

It is clearly mentioned in the holy Quran and true Hadeses that
the utterance of divorce ‘Talaq’ is allowed, but most detested
by almighty ‘Allah’. Similarly, it has been found during our
study that the process of divorce is to some extent practiced at
the valley. Divorce in Islam is allowed, but if there is not any
other alternative of solving the problems, then a person can
pronounce the word divorce. Marriage and divorce are two
basic knots of a family and its occurrence is significant for the
change of human ideology. Whenever a divorcee is
pronounced, there we can find diverse reasons that even have
logics or based on some flimsy grounds. The divorce was a
significant process of eradicating the adverse things between
the holy relationship of wife and husband or an advice
regarding the value of the marriage tie. However, today the

pronouncement of divorce has become a simple process, as it
is utilized on some minor misunderstandings between spouses.
They didn’t consider about the adverse impact of it on their
other family members and on the environment of the society.
In the realm of Islamic religion this method of divorce is not
allowed, as if it has not been pronounced on the basis of some
solid grounds. The person, who divorces his wife on some
small issues, becomes sinful forever on the eyes of God
‘Allah’. However, [Luke and Munshi 2004] describe how
economic development in South India has altered marriage
patterns, with wealthier, more educated individuals deviating
from the traditional rules of marriage and matching on the
“open” market. [Jacoby’s 1995] analysis of marriage in Coˆte
d’Ivoire similarly shows that marriage behavior, as measured
by the prevalence of polygyny, has been remarkably
responsive to changes in the economic environment.

Role of kinship regarding divorce

The people of Kashmir believe in and have a strong
dependence on traditional perceptions for solving each and
every problem within the realm of their kinship. The
responsibility of kilns where it has traditional connections
concerning everything like happiness and unhappiness has
been found over there. Divorce as a process of break-down the
marriage tie, is an authenticated power held by the males
regarding their wife, (approved authentically by Islamic law)
has been found a common procedure, as it is strongly
mentioned in the “Holy Quran” and true “Hadesses” that it is
disliked by “Allah” God. Unfortunately! Muslims in the
valley follow-up this process blindly without concentrating
upon its chronic consequences on themselves, their family
members and kins. The pronouncement of “Talaq” is a grave
step if a person ponders upon its adverse consequences and
spoils that I have on the remaining-life of their children and
they also suffer from guiltless divorcee. It is well known in the
valley, that at the time of marriage ceremony kins sympathetic
approach is very strong, but when the divorce occurs, the role
of kins become questionable one. The pronouncement of
divorce among a large number of individuals is based upon
some fragile grounds like, a man, who might not like his wife’s
dinner, or a comment she had made on him, could utter,
“Talaq” “Talaq” “Talaq” and he could consider that the
marriage is completely over. But a few where, especially
maternal-kins approach depicts sometimes strong steps
regarding compromise at the initial stage of divorce.

Diplomacy process among the kins

It is a natural phenomenon that one becomes Jealous when
his/her kin is found in progress, as the same procedure is here
that the relatives couldn’t tolerate the happiness and prosperity
of their own kins. On some occasions the approach of kins is to
destroy deliberately the life of persons, as they initiate some
conflict environment between couples. They could not even
have remorse about what they are going to do; the whole
process of kins is based on revenge concerning their opposite
kins. They also made some diplomatic plans regarding their
kins if they found them making progress and prosperity.
Eventually, the logic generates here is like, as at the time of
happiness they show sympathy and at the time of unhappiness
they just make the distance? Not empathy…. But it is also a
fact that at the time of happiness they also criticize them but in
a confidential way (politically) having connections with other
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group which belong to them. However, it is well known and
acceptable that the kinship relations are very well-knit among
the individuals of the valley, but at the time of divorce they
didn’t go painful procedures even if they are sure that the
device is practiced on some ordinary issues. They generally
didn’t make any effort to participate in this kind of social
dilemma which is day by day becoming a problematic issue
among the Muslims of Kashmir valley.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The presentation of numerical interpretation explores the main
findings concerning the role of kinship in the utterance of
divorce or known as ‘triple Talaq’. These results have been
represented in the form of graphs, as it depicts the overall
understandings with its respective frequency and percentage.
Next some questions have been mentioned below, as it
explains the involvement of kins-people concerning decision
making process at the time of divorce.

Q1. Do you think that in-laws interference was responsible
for divorce?

The graph 2 signifies that the role of in-laws concerning
pronouncement of divorce, a majority of divorcees were found
disagreeing with the role of in-laws regarding their utterance of
divorce. They were divorced but their reasons of divorce were
diverse as it represents. Similarly, 30% of divorcees were
found agree with this reason to some extent. The 26.67% of
respondents has been revealed that their in-laws interference
was the main reason for the pronouncement of divorce.
However, our findings also explain that the patriarchal
dominance was found more mental-torture on the brides and
sometimes also faced by grooms. The demand of excess dowry
was also reason and a number of marriage ties were breached
after the formulation of ‘Nikha’ and before the formality of
marriage ceremony. Mostly divorced individuals were found
felt in remorse concerning the pronouncement of divorce as
dominated by their in-laws.

Q2. Do you think that avoiding other relatives and not giving
them due respect was one of the main reasons for divorce?

The graph 2 explains the process of discrimination concerning
their opposite kins. It also signifies the percentage of divorcees
who informed that their practice of divorce was based upon the
similar reason to some extent and its percentage was generated
as 37.33%. Whereas, 29.34% of divorcees were fully agreed
with this reason. However, it was analyzed that the deliberate
criticism of kins sometimes became a reason for separation

between married couple. They didn’t understand the diplomacy
of their relatives but after few years of divorce their process of
buttress didn’t made any alternative way regarding their re-
marriage with same spouse. As they have made the
pronouncement of triple Talaq and this method of divorce is
irrevocable in the religion law of the Islam.

Q 3.Do you think that your maternal uncle’s dominance was
a contributory factor for your divorce?

The graph 3 explains the contributory factor of maternal
uncle’s and their dominance concerning divorce of
respondents. A percentage of 37.67% was generated
concerning the response of divorcees who were accepting this
reason to some extent for their pronouncement of divorce.
Were as, 19.66% of divorcees were fully agreed that their
maternal uncle’s dominance was a contributory factor for the
utterance of divorce. However, some information based upon
descriptive based questions explains that their maternal uncle’s
role was acceptable and more valuable as compare to other
kins, as they were having their traditional procedures to handle
the adverse situations, especially regarding marriage and
divorce. The role of maternal uncle’s was found sometimes
very sympathetic and also empathetic concerning protection of
separation.

Q4. Do you think that unnecessary interference of kins-
people was responsible for divorce?

The graph 4 explains the unnecessary interference of kins-
people concerning the pronouncement of divorce. Similarly,
40.67% of respondents informed that their kins-people were
responsible for their divorce to some extent. On the other hand,
29% of divorcees’ response was that the main reason of their

Graph.1 depicts in-laws interference as a reason for divorce.

Graph. 2 shows the kinship discrimination as a reason of divorce.
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Graph. 3 depicts the maternal uncle’s dominance as a contributory factor
for divorce.
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divorce was because of the unnecessary interference of kins-
people.

However, it was also observed that some kins-people were
always gossiping their opposite partner and their main motive
was to create conflicts in their family that eventually becomes
the reason for their divorce.

CONCLUSION
In this way it has been found that the role of kinship regarding
the process of divorce is playing a differential steps over there.
The individuals of valley sometimes didn’t follow the
procedures of their religion law. As it was also analyzed that
mostly the reasons of divorce were diverse, but mostly reasons
for divorce were found ordinary-based and there was a lot of
chances for them to get settled with each other, but they
deliberately pronounce divorce. The kinship role was also
becoming a formality and if we analyze it in reality then there
is no discrimination between an enemy and kins. The life of a
divorcee is already damaged in its original form, but it also
impacts its adverse influence on the daily life of their parents
and children. In this way it has been elucidated that the divorce
has not only affected the family of divorcees, but also
influenced the society in a very crucial way.

It also destroyed the life of family members as well as had its
negative impact on the bright future of their children. It created
such an environment in the family about which they have
never thought of. In this study it was also seen that the harmful
impact of divorce could not be realized in the initial stages, but
it has put a person in despair after its consequences became
visible.
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The map shows the areas of sample collected concerning divorce
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